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(Instructions:

# Answer all the questions.

% Write your Index Number in the space provided in the answer sheet.
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¥ Read the instructions given on the back of the answer sheet carefully.

s In each of the questions 1 to 50, pick one of the alternatives from (1), (2), (3), 4), (B
which is correct or most appropriate and mark your response on the answer sheet with
a cross (x) in accordance with the instructions given on the back of the answer sheet.

% Each question carries 02 marks. Total marks are 100.
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1. Once there arose among the Bhikkhus who assembled at the Upasthinasala an additional talk
on the unique characteristics reflected in the Buddha’s character. Then Ven. Ananda, telling the
Bhikkhus, “Friends, Tathagatas are unique”, showed them, with the permission of the Buddba,
nineteen characteristics reflected in the Buddha’s character. One of them is that
(1) the people welcomed the Bodhisatta at the time of his birth itself.

(2) the Bodhisatta prince was bathed by nannies as soon as he was born.

(3) the mother queen passed away seven days after the Bodhisatta’s birth.

(4) the Bodhisatta recited the verse, ‘Sabba papassa akaranam’ immediately after his birth.
' (5) the mother queen bore the Bodhisatta in her womb only for seven months.

2. The Buddha preaches Dhamma only after making the disciple’s mind suitable, flexible, free from
serious impact of the hindrances, courageous and pleasant. To such a disciple, the Buddha talks
on the benefits of generosity, morality etc. Then the Samukkamsika desand taught by the Buddha
means that the Buddha preaches
(1) Dhamma for total eradication of defilements.

(2) Dhamma appreciating harmony.

(3) the followers to cultivate Brahma viharas like metta, karuna.
(4) the Four Noble Truths.

(3) practise of the development of equality.

3. The Buddha is endowed with eight supernormal knowledges called asta vidya and fifteen fold
conduct called carana dharma. Therefore, the Buddha is endowed with vijja carana. The factor
that is not included in carapa dharma is
(1) tativajjhana. (2) moral shame. (3) jagariyanuyoga.

(4) manomaya iddhifiana. (5) moderateness in food.

4. “Sariputta, there is onc more fact. The Tathagata sees in reality the development and decline of
faculties like Saddha in humans. It, being a fiaga through which the Buddha perceives such matter,
is one of the tenfold supernormal knowledges that excels the Buddha’s greatness.” The statement
mentioned in the Mahasihanada Sutta reflects that the Buddha
(1) excels in indriva flana. (2) is endowed with indriya paropariyatti fiana.

(3) surpasses indriya fiana. (4) is endowed with paraciita vijanana fiana.
(5) is endowed with manomaya iddhi fiana.
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[See page two
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It is mentioned that the Bodhisatta had been engaged in severe ascetic practices through persistent
effort, with kim sacca gavest, kim kusala gavest, in search of the incomparable liberation (Nibbana)
free from all sensual bondages. A Sutta that exposes that noble search and persistent effort is
(1) Vimansaka. (2) Kalama.

(3) Saccavibhanga. (4) Dhammacakkappavattana.

(5) Ariyapariyesana,

The term Opanayko included in the verse, “Svakkhato” that reflects the qualities of the Dhamma
means that it

(1) is difficult for the beings with defilements to understand the Dhamma.

(2) is possible to understand the Dhamma this world itself.

(3) helps the listener of Dhamma to accumulate merits.

(4) leads to bliss of Nibbana.

(5) is not possible to explain it through similes.- -

There existed in India at the time of the Buddha, thinkers who argued that there exisis no
permanent soul, that everything ends in death, that is the only truth and that the other views are
false. According to Sutta discourses, this view can be regarded as

(1) Bhavaditthi. (2) Sassataditthi. (3) Sayamkatavada.

(4) Ucchedaditthi. (5) Niyativada.

Among the religious philosophies in the world, a unique characteristic reflected in Buddhism is that
(1) it is totally not in agreement with modern science. _

(2} freedom of thought and inquiry in Buddhism is limitless.

(3) it is not always contrary to the Western philosophy.

(4) the Buddha rejected all the contemporary religious ideas.

(5) it totally rejects the theory of reasoning.

Buddhism teaches the welfare of both oneself and others in different aspects such as development
of self and others” welfare, this world and next-world, internal and external development. Such a
Dhamma verse that teaches the establishment of balanced welfare of both oneself and others is
(1) attahitaya patipanno hoti. (2) attadipa bhikkhave viharatha.

(3) dvicakkhum pana sevetha. (4) attahi attano natho.

(5) atta dattham paratthena bahunapi nahapaye.

A lot of academic studies on the origin and expansion of the Bhikkhu community have been

conducted by the scholars in the Western and Eastern world in the modern time. One fact that

has been accepted in such studies is that

(1) the contemporary ascetic Brahmins were not in search of truth just as Siddhartha Bodhisatta
was.

(2) the Buddhist monks were not the only ones who were begging alms (pindapata).

(3) celibacy (brahmacari) was not practised by monks of other faiths.

{4) the practice of shaving head was relevant to Buddhist monks only.

(5) the rainy retreat (vassavasa) was not practised by the monks of other faiths.

It is mentioned in the Vinaya rules that there are thirteen disqualifying factors relevant to a novice
monk seeking higher ordination from Mahasangha. One of such harmful dhammas promulgated
by the Buddha due to the issues which arose from time to time is

(1) death of parents.

(2) becoming a monk again after disrobing.

(3) not having a knowledge of Dhamma and Vinaya.

(4) being one who committed schism (Sangha bheda).

(5) being a royal soldier before ordination (becoming a monk).

vy
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12. The Bhikkhu patimokkha includes 220 vinaya rules associated with the Bhikkhu who has obtained

higher ordination. Here, violation of the additional offences except the four major offences is not
a cause for expulsion from the monkhood. One among those rules is known as manussaviggaha
pardjika. This occurs because of

(1} preparing weapons to kill a human being.

(2) taking the life of any being.

(3) causing physical harm to a human being.

(4) cultivating marananussati.

(5) arising of the intention of killing.

13. In the verse that introduces the qualities of the Sangha as “supatipanno bhagavato savaka saiigho”,
‘atthapurisa puggald’ means eight types of ariyapuggala with no laity or clergy difference in the
Buddhist Order. One ariyapuggala among them is
(1) one who observes ten precepts.

(2) the monk expecting higher ordination.

(3) the upasaka who took refuge in the triple gems.

(4) one who will not be born in a sensual sphere.

(5) the monk who has the unwavering confidence (aveccappasada)

14. “Anujanami bhikkhave vassane vassarn upaganturi,” (O bhikkhus, you may practise rainy season
retreat) According to this statement by the Buddha, the higher ordained monks should practice
at a suitable place, the rainy season retreat with or without the invitation of the lay devotees.
Then, that Bhikkhu
(1) should not leave the vassivasa venue for any reason.

(2) may leave the vassavasa venue for three days only.

(3) should not stay together with novice monks after being engaged in vassavasa.

(4) may engage in travel during the rainy season retreat.

(5) have the opportunity to spread a kathina robe after completing the rainy season retreat.

15. Vinaya kamma is the assembly of Sangha performed by the Sangha for the development of good
conduct, harmony and purification of the Sangha. The rules associated with Upasampada karma,
which is one of the Vinaya Karmas are included in
(1) Bhikkhu patimokkha. (2y Mahavaggapali. (3) Samantapasadika.
(4) Vinaya vinicchaya. (5) Parivarapali.

16. The issue related to lesser and minor precepts has been existing since the Buddha’s time. Among
the following factors related to that issue which has been existing unsolved up to date, the correct
one is that
(1) the Buddha advised the Sangha that lesser and minor precepts should not be changed by the

Sangha after the passing away of the Buddha.
(2) the Buddha categorized that issue a thapaniya type of question.
(3) this issue is mentioned in the Aggivacchagotta Sutta.
(4) the Bhikkhu of the First Buddhist Council agreed to leave it unchanged.
(5) Certain Bhikkhus held that the four pardjikas also belonged to lesser and minor precepts.

17. The Great Theravada Councils in India were conducted under the presidency of the Elder Bhikkhus
of sasana. In these Councils, measures for the continuity of sasana and purity of Dhamma and
Vinaya were taken. One action taken to prevent the infiltration of heretical views into the Dharma
and Vinaya in these Councils was

(1) the documentation of the Tripitaka.

(2) the translation of Dharma and Vinaya into different languages.

(3) taking measures to preserve Dhamma and Vinaya through oral tradition.

(4) recital of patimokkha twice a month.

(5) development of Bhikkhu education.

_/
[See page four
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18. The Buddha advised monks and nuns to do what should be done and not to do what should not
be done for the continuity and preservation of Dhamma and Vinaya. One such advice is
(1) the acceptance of the Buddha’s words and not the words of the disciples.

(2) making no suggestions to change Vinaya rules.

(3) acceptance of the Buddha’s law not the king’s law.
(4) establishment of monasteries in every village.

(5) cultivation of navanga sasiro sasana.

19. The Buddha, appreciating various capacities of the disciple Bhikkhus, granted the positions of chief
disciples for the encouragement of disciples and the continuity of the Buddhist Order. Here, one
Bhikkhu was awarded with the position of chief disciple for his erudition, persistent perseverance
and memory. This Bhikkhu was
(1) Bakkula. (2) Ananda. (3) Sivalr.

(4) Kumara Kassapa. .. (5) Rahula.

20. At the end of the First Buddhist Council, Dhamma and Vinaya were divided into two pitakas
and each Nikaya was assigned to generation of teachers with their pupils for the preservation of
Dhamma and Vinaya through oral tradition. Here, Khuddaka Nikaya was assigned to
(1) Sariputta Mahathera’s pupils.

(2) Anuruddha Mahathera and his pupils.

(3) Kondaiifia Mahathera and his pupils.

(4) Mahakaccana thera and his pupils.

(5) assignment to a teacher generation is not mentioned.

21. It is mentioned in the Mahavarhsa that missionary Bhikkhus were sent to nine countries after the
third Bhuddhist Council. Here, the mission headed by Majjhima thera together with Kassapagoitta,
Culdeva, Sahadeva and Dundubhissara theras went to
(1) Kashmir-Gandhara. (2) Vanavasadesa. (3) Maharashtra.

(4) Yonakadesa. (5) Himavantadesa.

22. Bhikkhu community is an institute of master monks and student monks. According to Vinaya,
the master monks are known as ‘Acariya’ and ‘Upadhyaya’ while the student monks are known
as ‘Antevasika’ and ‘Saddhivibarika’. The advisory rules related to the establishment of Master-
student relationship are included in
(1) Cariyapitaka. (2) Mahavaggapali. (3) Samantapasadika.
(4) Parivarapali. (5) Pacittiyapali.

23. The most ancient teachings of the Buddha are included in the Sutta Pitaka. These teachings are
known as conventional teachings (sammuti desand). The Sutta Pitaka is divided into categories
such as Digha Nikaya etc and the Sutta Nipata belongs to
(1) Khuddakapatha. (2) Samyutta Nikaya. (3) Petakopadesa.
(4) Khuddaka Nikaya. (5) Anguttara Nikaya.

24. 1t is in the Sigalovada Sutta that the oraganization of the lay society and the discipline associated
with it have been well explained by the Buddha. This Sutta which talks about the things that
should be done and the things that shouid not be done by the lay Buddhists belongs to
(1) Digha Nikaya. (2) Anguttara Nikaya. (3) Khuddaka Nikaya.
(4 Majjhima Nikaya. (5) Samyutte Nikaya.

25. Theravada Abhiddhamma includes Seven types of prakaranas like Dhamma sangani and it is known as

paramattha desand. The paramattha dhammas like citta, cetasika, ripa, nibbana are of the main focus
in the Abhidhamma. The Stvisipratya analysis is included in the

(1) Nettirppakarana. (2) Patthana prakarana.

(3) Vibhanga prakarana. (4) Yamaka prakarana.

(5) Kathavatthuppakarana.
_/

[See page five
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The thinkers who expressed religious philosophies at the time of the Buddha were of two types as
Samana and Brahmana. Among the following, the correct statement about those philosophers is
(1) Brahmic teachings are the most ancient.

(2) the Samanas also accepted sacrificial offerings.

(3) Brahmins did not accept the atmaditthi.

(4) ashrama dharmas are taught by the Samanas.

(5) Samanas as well as Brahmapas were Akiriyavadins.

There is an omnipotent God who created and control the Universe and its all beings is the basic
teaching of most of the religious traditions. According to Buddhism, which is an atheistic teaching,
(1) everything naturally occurs.

(2) theory of creation belongs to tenfold wrong view (dasavastuka miccha ditthi).

(3) the world as well as its beings are a conditioned genesis.

(4) the world is governed by almighty gods.

(5) there is no existence of gods.

The Samafifiaphala Sutta clearly shows that the contemporary Samana and Brahmana thinkers
of the Buddha’s time held different views contradictory to each other on life, world and human
behaviour. Makkhaligosala was one such religious teacher belonging to the Samana tradition. The
wrong statement regarding him is that he is

(1) an Ahetuappratyavadin. (2} a Sarhsaravisuddhivadin, (3) a Niyativadin.
(4) a Saptakayavadin. (5) an Akiriyavadin.

Aggaiifia Sutta is the main source that helps us to know the Buddhist teachings on the evolution of
human society. In this Sutta, which exposes various factors of evolution in €COonomics, governance,
environmental and mental aspects, Sannidhikara paribhoga is

(1) taking collective decisions in an assembly of people.

(2) consumption of resources in the environment with craving.

(3) common consumption of ‘elsahal’ (rice).

(4) origination of sexual intercourse between men and women.

(5) consumption of collected resources individually.

The worldlings (puthujjana) are indulged in perverted thoughts as, ‘mine’, ‘I am’, ‘my soul’ based
on the five clinging aggregates. To eradicate this egoism ‘[-ness’ known as ‘asmimana’, one should
cultivate

(1) anatta safifii. (2) metta cintd. (3) Buddhanussati.
(4) anicca safifia (5) Anapanasati.

The environment has an effect on man and so is the man on the environment. There is a
relative dependence between man and environment. Buddhism which reveals this reality shows
that longevity, and complexion of humans declined due to harmful use of the environment that
causes environmental destruction. What is the sermon that reveals this fact?

(1) Kuatadanta Sutta (2) Vanaropa Sutta (3) Aggaiiiia Sutta
(4) Cakkavattisthanada Sutta (5) Ariyapariyesana Sutta

Various explanations of the Four Noble Truth, a central teaching in Buddhism, can be found in
various instances in the Suttas. One such explanation is that

(1) the Four Noble Truth is not a dharma within us.

(2) there is no origination of the Four Noble Truth without the advent of a Buddha.

(3) the Four Noble Truth is known as Samukkansika desang.

(4) all the kusala dhammas cannot be summarized in the Four Noble Truth.

(3) it was the Gotama Buddha who realized the Four Noble Truth for the first time.

[See page six
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“0), Bhikkhus, what is the Noble Truth of dukkha? Birth, old age, death, sorrow, lamentaiion,
physical pains, mental grief (domanassa), despair (upayasa), not getting what is wanted, in brief
the five clinging aggregates are dukkha. The term updyasa here refers to

(1) weeping hitting the chest with palms.

(2) dukkha due to the separation from the loved ones.

(3) distress caused due to old age and sickness.

(4) distress due to a certain disaster.

(5) suffering due to struggle of earning wealth.

Language is a tool invented and used by human beings to express the things which are perceived
through organs and the mind and to convey ideas. Is it possible to express a supermundane
experience such as Nibbana through language? A correct idea about this is

(1) Nibbana cannot be translated into language at all.

(2) Nibbana can be explained only by the stream winner.

(3) Nibbana in Buddhism has been explained in negative terms.

(4) The nature of Nibbana can only be explained through Pali language.

(5) Language is completely adequate to explain Nibbana.

It is essential to undergo suffering to gain eternal happiness. One should suffer by oneself. Thus
certain religious traditions at that time of the Buddha pointed out that the suffering can be
terminated through experiencing suffering. This extreme practice was completely rejected by

(1) Lokayata vada. (2) Attantapa yoga.

(3) Silabbata Paramasa. (4) Nityatma vada.

(5) Practice of severe vows.

Everything exists. Existence of a permanent self is a reality. This is the view of eternity. Everything
does not exist. Permanent self is an untruth. This is the nihilistic view. The delivery of Paticca
Samuppada, central Sermon of the Buddha, which discarded those two extremes which were the
basis of all views contemporary to the Buddha is mentioned in

(1) Brahmajala Sutta. (2) Aggivacchagotta Sutta. (3) Sandaka Sutta.

(4y Kaccanagoita Suita. (5) Sangarava Sutta.

The Buddha explained that the layman should make the development in both worlds with the
help of physical as well as mental ability to

(1) Brahmin Janussoni. (2) Dighajanu Koliyaputta.

(3) Physician Jivaka. (4) Yasakulaputta.

(5) Citta, the house holder.

The concept of “sabbe sattd, sabbe pana, sabbe bhuta” can be seen in Buddhist teachings. It can
be considered a universal love for all beings. Further, Buddhism accepts the greainess of man.
This is confirmed by

(1) sermon of kusalakusala dharma. (2) occasion of teaching Brahma Vihara.

(3} siv Sangaravat. (4) Buddhist Sila Siksa.

(5) qualifications shown to become Bodhisativa.

It is possible to collect information through Buddhist sutras related to the knowledge of dhyana
bhavana and related results existed among Indian ascetics and Brahmins coniemporary to the
Buddha, the step that Buddhism took further in this regard is the

(1) teaching for performing miracles.

(2) teaching for knowing others minds.

(3) introduction of freedom through Asavakkhaya iiana.

(4) paving of the way to gain fourth dhyana.

(5) teaching of nevasafifianasafifidyatana.

_

[See page seven
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40. Scholars point out that there is no proper understanding of Kamma and its effects in the society

41.

42.

43.

4.

45.

46.

47.

\

and various attitudes exist in relation to it. A correct attitude among these views is
(1) Karma cannot be changed.

(2) Kusal lead towards samsiira and merit towards Nibbana.

(3) that all previous Karmas will produce suffering.

(4) the superiority and inferiority of the people are based on Karma only.

(5) that “He does, he experiences.” is a non-Buddhist view.

According to Buddhism, perserverance (viriya) as well as determination (adhitthana) should be
accomplished for the development of this world and the next world. A story that portrays the
qualities viriya and adhitthina of the Bodhisatta is

(1) Mattakundali vastu. (2) Dahamsonda Jataka.

(3) Bodhirgjakumara vastu. (4) Vanpupatha Jataka.

(5) Nalagiri damana.

The Culahatthipadopama Sutia in the Mulapannasaka of the Majjhima Nikaya is reported to be
the first sermon by Arahat Mahamahinda Thero after his arrival in Sri Lanka. The simile of a
tusker’s foot print in this sutta shows that a Buddhist should cultivate towards the Triple Gem
(1) amalika saddha. (2) aveccappasada. (3) akaravatl saddha.
(4) mere faith. (5) devotional faith.

A Buddhist layman is expected to lead a righteous and peaceful life, regularly observing the five
precepts and engage in the path leading to Nibbana observing the eight precepts on Poya days.
There also exists the ten precepts for the lay people. Its significance is

(1) leading a life of celebacy. (2) refrain from the five vices (paiicapapa)

(3) refrain from the vse of money. (4) refrain from the use of comfortable seats.

(5) refrain from wrong livelihood.

The Buddha is compared to physician in the Dhamma. The physicians show their patients the
unwholesome things to be avoided by the suffering masses in the sumsaric life. The Buddhas show
the papa and akusala to be avoided. Physicians show their patients what is wholesome. The Buddha
teaches pufiiia and kusala. A characteristic of such a kusala dhamma is

(1) extension of Sarhsara. (2) suppression of the roots of akusala.

(3) gaining various types of wealth. (4) birth in sensunal realms (kamaloka)

(5) enjoying long life in all types of existence.

Loving-kindeness (metta), foremost in the Four Sublime Abodes (Four Brahmavihara) should be
extended to all beings. An individual extending metta in that way gains eleven results. One such
result is

(1) gaining deep intelligence. (2) unconfused death.

(3) gaining abundance of wealth. (4) being free from dangers from thieves and enemies.
(5) gaining long life,

Once there was a head of an administrative section in a certain company and this position is limited
to three years. After this period, this officer became an ordinary employee and a subordinate to
him became his Section Head. The former officer who held that position was very happy about
his subordinate’s promotion. This quality can be known as

(1} Metia. (2) Samanattata. (3) Upekkha. (4) Mudits. (5) Karuna.

The Anana Sutta of Anguttara Nikaya shows four types of bliss that a layman can enjoy in this
life. A stable economy is to be developed to enjoy this bliss. ‘Bhogasukha’ included in this sutta
means

(1) the bliss of earning wealth righteousty.

(2) the bliss of proper consumption of wealth,

(3) the bliss of maintaining balance between earning and spending.

{(4) the bliss of debtlessness.

(5) the satisfaction of possessing adequate wealth. )

[See page eight
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48. Good advice on how a lay Buddhist should earn wealth has been mentioned in various instances

49. The Kotadanta Sutta of the Digha Nikaya is a narrative discourse. Three measures that should

50. Among the Buddhist concept of governance, the ten duties of a wheel-turning monarch (das-sakvitivat)

™

in the Buddha’s teachings. Among them, a statement that mentions the wealth should be earned
righteously is

(1) viriyena dukkharp acceti.

(2) daliddivam bhikkhave dukkham lokasmim.

(3) utthata vindate dhanam.

(4) dvihi kammam payojaye.

(5) bhamarasseva irfyato.

be taken by a ruler in order to make the people gain economic prosperity are mentioned in this
Sutta. One measure among them is

(1) collecting taxes properly and fulfilling the development work.

(2) providing employment to the qualified persons and paying due wages accordingly.

(3) distribution of wealth for the eradication of poverty.

(4) encouraging a portion of earned wealth to be saved for future use.

(5) refrain from imposing laws that harm the economic prosperity.

are of important focus. One governing principle included in it is
(1) not violating laws that have been imposed.

(2) acting through equality.

(3) protecting the women of a family.

(4) preventing unrighteous actions.

(5) supporting farmers.

1,
Y
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Use additional reading time to go through the question paper, select the questions and decide on
| the questions that you give pricrity in answering. J
Instructions: )
¥ Answer five questions choosing twe from Part 1 and three from Part 11,
L. J
Part 1

1. (i) Explain the term, ‘kim sacca gavesi’.
(ii) Elucidate the term, ‘tathagata samannesani’.
(iii) “Buddhism is a universally common doctrine.”, Discuss.
(iv) “Buddhas give advice for the development of both worlds”, Describe.
(v) “The Buddha is not a nihilist”, Examine. (20 marks)

2. (i) Name four characteristics of Pre-Buddhist ordination.
(ii) Identify the specialities of Buddhist ordination.
(iii) Explain the process of higher ordination known as ‘fiatticatutthakamma’.
(iv) Describe ‘asavatthanfya dharma’.
(v) “Ordained teacher-pupils must live as father and sons.” Examine. (20 marks)

3. (i) Name two sermons of the Buddha that paved the way to Buddhist Councils.
(i1) Identify the source which includes details related to the First Buddhist Council.
(iii) What are the immediate reasons for the First Buddhist Council?
(iv) Analyze the meaning of ‘Dharma Vinaya’.
(v) Discuss how the First Buddhist Council assisted for the long lasting nature of Dharma
Vinaya. (20 marks)

Part II

4. (i) Describe the teachings of Sanjayabellatthiputta.
(ii) Point out the Buddhist analysis of these teachings. (20 marks)

5. (i) Describe the views related to the suffering of samsara during the Buddha’s time.
(il) “Dukkhe loko patitthito.” Fxamine. (20 marks)

6. (i) Point out the Buddhist criteria with reference to the deciding of Kusalakusala Karma.
(i) “Karma is not a niyati”, Give a doctrinal analysis. (20 marks)

J
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7. (i) Describe four fold Brahma Vibhara.
(ii) “The core of Buddhist saradharmas is Brahma Vihara.” Explain. (20 marks)

8. (i) “The downfall of the peoples’ economy affects the destruction of ethical conduct and peace.”
Explain with reference to sitras.

(ii) Examine how the government should respond to this social confiict with reference to Buddha’s
admonition. (20 marks)




